
Borough of Chambersburg 
A full service municipality in Franklin County celebrating over 65 years of 

consumer owned natural gas service over 120 years of community electric and a 
regional wastewater, water, storm sewer and municipal solid waste utility 

TM 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

VETO OF LOCAL NON-DISCRIMINATION ORDINANCE BY CHAMBERSBURG MAYOR  
 

 

Chambersburg, Pennsylvania – Today, the Borough Manager and Borough Secretary's Office received an 
official veto of Local Law 2021-07, the Local Non-Discrimination Ordinance, from Mayor Walt Bietsch, dated 
September 29, 2021. Town Council approved the local law at their Regular Meeting on September 20, 2021,  
 
The veto message and vetoed local law are enclosed as received. 
 
Pennsylvania Law, the Borough Code, states: 

Council shall reconsider the ordinance either at the meeting at which the vetoed ordinance was 
returned or not later than ten days after the meeting at any other scheduled meeting. If, after 
reconsideration, a majority of all elected council members plus one votes to override the 
mayor's veto, the ordinance shall have full force and effect as if it had received the approval of 
the mayor. The vote shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names and votes of the 
members shall be entered upon the minutes. 

Council President Elia informed the Borough Manager that the Town Council shall reconsider the ordinance at 
the next regularly scheduled meeting of Council on Monday, October 11, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. in Council 
Chambers at City Hall. 
 
Pursuant to State Law, a majority of all elected council members plus one (which in Chambersburg is seven 
members of Town Council) would have to appear and vote to override the Mayor's veto, or the local law will 
be deemed unapproved. 
 
The vote shall require a motion, second, and a roll call, which will be taken to determine whether the ordinance 
shall have full force and effect as if it had received the approval of the Mayor. 
 

Please submit questions via email to Jamia Wright, Borough Secretary at 
boroughsecretariesoffice@chambersburgpa.gov.  

### 

Chambersburg is a unique community. Chambersburg supplies more services than any other municipality in 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. In addition to typical town functions, Chambersburg is Pennsylvania’s 
only municipality supplying electric and gas. Chambersburg is 1 of 35 Boroughs to operate a municipal non-
profit electric utility. Chambersburg is the largest municipal electric utility in the State, twice as large as the 
second largest, Ephrata, Lancaster County; and, the only one to operate generation stations. Chambersburg is 1 
of 2 municipalities in PA to operate a natural gas utility. The other is Philadelphia, which does not operate an 
electric utility. Nationally, Chambersburg is 1 of 2,000 communities to have its own electric system and 1 of 
800 communities to have a natural gas system but 1 of only about 50 to operate both. Chambersburg manages a 
regional water system, a regional sanitary sewer system (not through an independent Authority), and a new 
storm sewer utility; one of the first storm sewer utilities to form under the new Federal mandate to regulate 
stormwater. 

Chambersburg currently has 20,508 residents (2013).   
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